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BEYOND BORDERS:
CREATING CONNECTIONS ~ CHANGING THE WORLD

"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed people can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has."
 	                                                                  ~Margaret Mead

Now more than ever, our world needs students who are compassionate, knowledgeable, and eager to give of themselves unselfishly to 
make a difference in our world. Our mission, as teachers and leaders of the social studies, is to educate our students to reach the high 
standards set by our school districts and foster the growth of empathy and responsibility for others through volunteerism, citizenship, 
and community activism. The skills and responsive strategies intended to assist students to become leaders and change agents must be 
contained in the History and Social Science standards. Implementing service learning initiatives and civic engagement opportunities is 
essential in a world in which both human and environmental conditions require the immediate attention and assistance from global citizens 
- our students and future leaders.

To that end, our role must be to empower students so they may successfully engage in the lives of their communities. We must instill the 
belief within each student from elementary to high school that participation in local, national, and world citizenship is not an option but a 
privilege and a duty. When students realize that they are an integral part of the solution to the problems they study in current events, world 
geography, civics, and history, our challenge will be met. Become the inspiration that encourages students to be the responsive citizens 
needed to change planet Earth and its people for the better.

Janice Fairchild
Chair

41st Northeast 
Regional Conference 

on the 
Social Studies



Frequently Asked Questions
Q. If I  don't  receive a confirmation of my registration, does that mean it  wasn't  received?
A. Generally we don't send confirmations. In most cases your badge and tickets are waiting for you at the registration 
desk.

Q. What if my school sent my registration, but it was not received by the conference registrars?
A. This problem happens more often than you would think. What schools say they have done is not always true. If this 
should happen be prepared with a copy of the school's purchase order including a purchase order number. At the very 
least have your school business office telephone number. We will be happy to call to verify that your registration will be 
paid.

Q. I did send my registration, I'm very sure of that, but you have no record of its having been received?
A. In a rare case like this we have to ask you to pay again for your registration. If you receive the original canceled check 
in the mail, we will gladly reimburse you for the second registration.

Q. Which credit cards do you take?
A. We can take MasterCard, American Express, Discover and Visa. Any credit card transactions must take place at 
the conference and at the on-site registration rate.

Q. Why are purchase orders charged more for a registration?
A. There are extra costs associated with purchase orders. While most school systems are efficient and pay their bills in a 
timely manner, some school systems must be contacted numerous times before they pay their bills. This involves extra 
secretarial help.

Q. Can I trade a badge with a fellow teacher if I can't attend the whole conference?
A. If you have purchased a single registration you may not give that registration badge to a different person. 

Q.What is a district pass and how does it work?
A. Realizing that some districts were having a hard time finding the money to send large delegations to NERC, we insti-
tuted a new form of registration called a district pass. For $175 ($200 after March 1, 2010), a district can send one per-
son each day to the conference. The badge is given to the teacher for that day at the registration desk. At the end of the 
day, that badge must be returned to the registration desk. No new badges will be produced if the district badge is lost 
or left at home. It is at the discretion of the district whether 2, 3, or 4 people share the badge, but only one person can use 
it each day. You must submit a registration form for each person who is using the badge. Please note that all the people 
who use the badge must be from the same school district. The district pass registration form is on page 66. Reproduce it 
as needed and send all the registration forms and purchase order or check together to the Maine address on the form.

Q. How do I qualify as a student?
A. The purpose of the student rate is to allow pre-service teachers who are attending college to be introduced to a profes-
sional conference at a nominal fee. Teachers who are taking courses do not qualify for this privilege. Students must show 
a current identification card from a college or university.

Q. What happens if it snows during the conference. Can I get my preregistration fee back?
A. If the conference is running, there can be no refunds for bad weather. Preregistration rates are less than on-site rates 
because there is a small risk involved. If the weather or any other occurrence were bad enough to cancel the conference, 
all preregistration monies would be refunded.

Q. If I have any problems with the conference, where can I speak to an official?
A. Members of the planning committee wear easily identifiable ribbons and usually take part in all the events. If, how-
ever, you can't find anyone to speak to, you can always come to the registration desk. It's important to remember that 
this conference is run by teachers just like you. We want your experience to be a good one. We'll do whatever we can to 
resolve your problem.

Please let us know at the registration desk if there are any other questions you would like to see answered in the next conference brochure.
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Important  Information about our 
NEW Meeting Place

The conference site for the 41st Northeast Regional Conference 
on the Social Studies is the Sturbridge Host Hotel and Conference Center, 

366 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA  508-347-7393  

Diagrams of room layouts are found inside the back cover.

GETTING TO THE CONFERENCE SITE

Driving Directions: Sturbridge Host Hotel & Conference Center is located on Route 20. From the North, East and West, take the 
Massachusetts Turnpike (Interstate 90) to Exit 9, Route 20 West. From the South, take either Interstate 84 or Route 131 to Route 
20 West. Sturbridge Host Hotel & Conference Center is located on the shore of Cedar Lake, just past the first set of traffic lights.

Airport & Transportation. Sturbridge Host Hotel & Conference Center is conveniently located near Logan International Airport 
in Boston (62 miles), Bradley International Airport near Hartford, Connecticut (50 miles), and TF Green Airport near Providence, 
Rhode Island (60 miles). Worcester Regional Airport is approximately 30 miles from the hotel. 

HOTEL  RESERVATIONS—Sleeping room reservations may be made by completing and returning the room reservation form 
on page 66.   RETURN  IT  DIRECTLY TO THE Sturbridge host HOTEL BY February 28, 2010. This insures the 
special room rate.

PARKING—Parking at the hotel is free.  

PACKAGE DELIVERY— The hotel will not accept shipment of goods or materials more than 48 hours in advance of client’s 
arrival. Hotel will apply a storage fee for all property stored at the hotel for more than 48 hours, fee not to exceed $5.00 per parcel.  
Client acknowledges and agrees that arrangements by hotel for receipt and storage of any shipment is done solely as an accom-
modation and convenience to client.  The hotel is not an insurer of client’s property, and any such arrangements do not create a 
bailment either express or implied. All risk for any loss, theft, damage or destruction to any personal property shipped to or stored 
at the hotel is borne by the client. Packages should be addressed to the person who will be receiving them, show date and name of 
event and indicate, in the case of multiple boxes, Box 1 of 5, Box 2 of 5, etc.
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PRE-REGISTRATION–Everyone who attends  all or part of the 41st NERC MUST REGISTER. This includes program committee 
members, council officers, presenters, and staff. The normal  pre-registration fee is $120.00. The pre-registration fee for a member of a 
sponsoring group is $100.00.  In order to qualify for the member-reduced rate, you must be a dues paying member of one of the following: 
Massachusetts Council for the Social Studies, Vermont Alliance  for  the Social  Studies, New Hampshire Council for the Social  Studies, 
Maine Council for the Social Studies, Rhode Island Social Studies Association, Connecticut Council for the Social Studies, New Jersey 
Council for the Social Studies, New York Council for the Social Studies, New England History Teachers’ Association. The National 
Council for the Social Studies is not a sponsoring group. You must indicate the name of the organization. The pre-registration deadline is 
March 1, 2010. All  forms received after this date are expected to pay a $125.00 conference registration fee. If you have any questions 
you can call Lisa Estabrook at  (207)  282-3361 x229. The form are on pages 68-70. Pre-registrations are not refundable after March 1, 
2010 unless the conference is cancelled. Badges and tickets will be available at the  registration desk which is located at the Exhibit Hall 
Entrance. No confirmation letters will be mailed out.

  Send form and remittance to: 
MCSS, att. Lisa Estabrook, 438 Main St. Saco, ME  04072 

FAX: 207-282-3508
Make checks payable to MCSS, 41st NERC.   

REGISTRATION—Everyone who attends all or part of the 41st NERC MUST REGISTER. Registration at the conference is $125.00.  
Registration forms must be completely filled out with the payment in the form of cash, Mastercard, Visa, Discover, American Express, 
or a check. People who pay with purchase orders are charged more because of the extra costs associated with them (See page 69.). The 
registration booth is located at the Exhibit Hall Entrance. Pre-registration is strongly recommended. Participants, preregistered or not, 
receive their badges at the registration desk. Please wear these during the entire conference. Presentation of the  badge is necessary for 
admittance to all meetings and to the exhibit. ALL PARTICIPANTS,  MCSS  OFFICERS, PROGRAM  COMMITTEE MEMBERS, 
PRESENTERS AND CONFEREES ARE REQUIRED TO PAY THE REGISTRATION FEE. There are no  exceptions. The forms are 
on pages 68-70.
 
DISTRICT PASSES—This is a new kind of registration for districts that would like to send more than one teacher on different days, 
but can't afford single registrations. For a $175.00 pre-registration fee, a school district can purchase a pass that can be used by up to four 
teachers on different days. For example, teacher X could use the pass on Monday and Tuesday. Teacher Y could use it on Wednesday and 
Teacher Z on Thursday. The pass must be picked up in the morning at the registration desk and turned in each afternoon.No duplicates 
will be made if the pass is lost or taken from the conference. All users of the pass must be identified on the registation form located on 
page 68. On-site district pass registration costs $200.00.

PRE-SERVICE TEACHER and RETIREE REGISTRATION—There is a student fee of $25.00 for full time undergraduate students 
with I.D.’s. This category only applies to pre-service teachers. See page 68 for the form. Retirees also pay the special price of $25.00.

CERTIFICATES OF ATTENDANCE—Certificates of Attendance are available. Please follow the directions on page 11. 

EXHIBITS—An exhibit of teaching materials is located in the Hawthorne Exhibit Hall. Be sure to visit the exhibit area which is open 
Tuesday 7:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. and Wednesday 7:30 A.M. to 3:30 P.M.  There is no general exhibit on Monday or Thursday. See 
pages 64-65 for details.

NAME BADGES—Name badges are proof of your registration at the conference and admit you to the clinics, sessions, and exhibits.  
Please remember to wear your badge at all times. Badges will be printed with the information indicated on the registration form.

         

PRESENTERS’ LAST-MINUTE  PRESENTATION PROBLEMS—Presenters  encounter-
ing last-minute problems should contact the conference chair Janice Fairchild (978) 263-4565 or the confer-
ence coordinator Janna Bremer (781) 762-0368 until March 21. After that date, please call them at the hotel 
at 508-347-7393. Please read the directions on page 7 about sending packages to the hotel.

PARTICIPANTS’ LAST-MINUTE REGISTRATION  PROBLEMS—Participants encoun-
tering last-minute problems with registration should contact Lisa Estabrook at the following  phone number:  
(207) 282-3361 x229 until March 21.  After that date, please call her at the hotel at 508-347-7393.

General InformationPlanning
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Booklet—There will be no extra books at the conference this year. Please bring this booklet with you 
to the conference. Necessary forms can be easily duplicated on a copy machine.

Quick Reference—The symbols below appear throughout the booklet for quick identification of specific sessions.

Remember to wear your conference badge at all times.

Civics
Government Economics Elementary 

Issues
U.S. 

History
Education 

IssuesThe ArtsWorld
History

Museum
EducationGeography Multidisciplinary Technology

Frameworks/
Assessment LiteratureInternational Behavioral

Sciences

Diversity
 Issues

The Northeast Regional Conference on the Social Studies is designed to provide educators and vendors 
with the opportunity to:

    further professional development through an exchange of ideas. 	     	 establish a forum to test ideas.
     discuss common problems with colleagues.				    share in worthwhile experiences. 	
     increase awareness of innovative programs.				    encourage excellence.
     highlight the work of exceptional individuals.				    enhance learning in the schools
     encourage the implementation of Advanced Placement courses.		  improve teaching of related subjects.
     meld a relationship between museum educators and classroom teachers.	  	 experience personal growth.

NATURE OF PLANNED MEETINGS
 

MONDAY/THURSDAY WORKSHOPS—The workshops are open to anyone who has registered for the conference. 
GENERAL SESSIONS—General sessions are large group meetings open to all conference attendees.
SPECIAL SESSIONS—Special sessions are meetings scheduled  at various times during the conference. They usually 
appeal to a larger audience and are set in larger rooms.
CLINICS—A clinic is a two hour workshop for the dissemination of new ideas and materials through audience participation 
and hands-on activities.  Clinics are scheduled on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings. Please note that there are no tickets for 
clinics. When the room capacity is met, that particular clinic will be closed. This makes it particularly important for conference 
goers who want a certain clinic to get to that clinic early before all the seats are taken. Rooms are open 20 minutes early.
SESSIONS—A session is an hour presentation that may include discussion or audience participation. Sessions are scheduled 
on Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons.
Hospitality—You are invited to relax in the Hospitality suite during the afternoon and evening hours. Located in the 
Presidential Suite, this is a good place to meet others, to network, or just to put up your feet before going to the next event. All 
are welcome.

2010 Massachusetts Council for the Social Studies Annual Meeting
The Massachusetts Council for the Social Studies will hold its Annual Meeting on May 7, 
2010 at The Oliver Wight Tavern at Old Sturbridge Village, Sturbridge, MA. The Council 
will present its five Social Studies Teacher of the Year Awards and its Supervisor of the Year 
Award at the meeting.   

General Information Planning
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Certificates of Attendance
CERTIFICATES OF ATTENDANCE ARE AVAILABLE FOR ALL PARTICIPANTS

•	 Recognizing that state regulations and local school system requirements are varied, we want to 
provide you with official documentation of your attendance at NERC 

•	 To obtain a Certificate of Attendance, you must:

1.	 Enter your name and address on the official certificate below.
2.	 Present the certificate for validation at the end of each day (after 3:00 p.m.) at the reg-

istration desk.
3.   No certificate will be validated for a previous day.

 

	

	
		        Name:
	
	         Address:

            City:                                                     State:                          Zip:	
	
	
			 
		  Monday   (7 hours)	     	   		  Wednesday  (8 hours) 	         

		  Tuesday   (8 hours)				    Thursday    (7 hours)
					   
	
									       
							     

									                     N.E.R.C. Chair

 	

A certificate is valid only when stamped 
with the coordinator's signature.

Northeast Regional Conference 
on the 

Social Studies
Certificate of Attendance

March 22-25, 2010
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Monday, March 22, 2010

Registration	 Exhibit Hall Entrance	 Lisa Estabrook, June Coutu	 7:30 A.M.
Workshop / Global Communities	Abbington	 Janice Fairchild	 8:00 A.M.
Workshop / China Today	 Brookfield	 Tedd Levy	 8:00 A.M.
		  Kathleen Woods Masalski		
Certificates of Attendance	 Exhibit Hall Entrance	 Janna M. Bremer	 3:00 P.M.
Registration	 Closes		  3:00 P.M.
Keynote Session	 Abbington		  7:00 P.M.	  
    Chair		  Janice Fairchild
    Speaker		  Katie Smith Milway
Gilbert Wilson Reception	 Abbington		  9:00 P.M.

Tuesday, March 23, 2010
Registration 	 Exhibit Hall Entrance	 Lisa Estabrook, June Coutu  	 7:30 A.M.
Exhibits	 Hawthorne Exhibit Hall	 Mary Ellen Sorensen	 7:30 A.M.
General Session	 Grand Ballroom	 Liz Walker	 8:30 A.M.	
University Outreach Center          Ballroom Foyer	        Steven Seto		             9:00 A.M.
Exhibits	 Hawthorne Exhibit Hall	 Mary Ellen Sorensen	 9:30 A.M.
Social Studies Leadership	 Sturbridge Amer. Grille	 Robert R. Kostka	 10:30 A.M.
Clinics 1-14	 Meeting Rooms		  10:30 A.M.
NEHTA Luncheon	 Courtyard	 Joseph Ellis	 12:15 P.M. 
Sessions 1-14	 Meeting Rooms		  1:30 P.M.
Certificates of Attendance	 Exhibit Hall Entrance	 Janna M. Bremer	 3:00 P.M.
Exhibits	 Hawthorne Exhibit Hall	 Mary Ellen Sorensen	 2:30 P.M.
Sessions 15-25	 Meeting Rooms		  3:30 P.M.
Registration	 Closes		  4:00 P.M.
Flash Drive Party	 Heritage Tavern 	 Dot Verheyen-Cudjoe	 4:30 P.M.
Exhibits	 Close		  5:00 P.M.
NE Regional Geographic All.	 MCSS Hosp. Suite	 Vernon Domingo	 5:00 P.M.
		  Mimi Stephens
N.E.H.T.A. Reception	 Courtyard	 Jim Sunderland	 5:00 P.M.
Songs and Stories	 Abbington	 Walter Buckingham 	 7:15 P.M.
		

Conference FeaturePlanning

There are no regular exhibits on Monday. 
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Wednesday, March 14, 2010

Registration	 Exhibit Hall Entrance	 Lisa Estabrook, June Coutu	 7:30 A.M.
Exhibits	 Hawthorne Exhibit Hall	 Mary Ellen Sorensen	 7:30 A.M.
General Session	 Grand Ballroom	 Dr. Fernando M. Reimers	 8:30 A.M.
University Outreach Center	 Ballroom Foyer	 Steven Seto 	 9:00 A.M..
Exhibits	 Hawthorne Exhibit Hall	 Mary Ellen Sorensen	 9:30 A.M.
Clinics 15-28	 Meeting Rooms	 	 10:30 A.M.
Sessions 26-40	 Meeting Rooms		  1:30 P.M.
Certificates of Attendance	 Exhibit Hall Entrance	 Janna M. Bremer	 3:00 P.M.
Sessions 41-49	 Meeting Rooms		  3:30 P.M.		
Exhibits 	 Close		  3:30 P.M.
Flash Drive Party	 Heritage Tavern 	 Dot Verheyen-Cudjoe	 4:30 P.M.
Local Beers and Wine Tasting	 OSV-Educ. Center	 Bette Lotterman	 7:00 P.M.	

There are no regular exhibits on Thursday. 

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Registration	 Exhibit Hall Entrance	 Lisa Estabrook, June Coutu	 8:00 A.M.
Workshop	 Abbington	 Stephen Armstrong          	 8:30 A.M.
                   From 1920's Jazz to Politically Conscious Hip Hop
Workshop	 Old Sturbridge Village Bette Lotterman	 8:30 A.M.
                   Using a Museum to Enhance Classroom Learning
Certificates of Attendance	 Exhibit Hall Entrance	 Janna M. Bremer	 3:00 P.M.
Conference Closes			   3:30 P.M.         
                                                                                                           

Conference Feature Planning

13BEYOND BORDERS: CREATING CONNECTIONS ~CHANGING THE WORLD


